Message

From: Baumgartner, Donald [baumgartner.donald@epa.gov]
Sent: 8/26/2021 8:30:47 PM
To: Foss, Alyssa - DATCP [Alyssa.Foss@wisconsin.gov]; martinag [martinag@purdue.edu]; Beaver, Brad

[brad.beaver@illinois.gov]; Brian Clark [brian.clark@state.mn.us]; Verhougstraete, Brian (MDARD)
[verhougstraeteb@michigan.gov]; burkmanc@michigan.gov; Chris Difonzo [difonzo@msu.edu]; Christlyn Particka
[chrislyn@msu.edu]; cindy flock [folck.2@osu.edu]; scottde@purdue.edu; deanh [deanh@tc.umn.edu]; Whitford,
Fred . [fwhitford@purdue.edu]; glenn nice [ghice@wisc.edu]; Greg Minor [gregory.minor@agri.ohio.gov]; Chahal,
Gurinderbir (MDA) [g.chahal @state.mn.us]; Fischer, Heidi (MDA) [heidi.fischer@state.mn.us]; Jessica Burns
[burns. 1097 @osu.edu]; becovitzj [becovitzj@purdue.edu]; john stone [stonejo2 @msu.edu]; Jolene Hendrix
[jhendrix@umn.edu]; Leach, Carrie A [leach13@purdue.edu]; Ken Runkle [ken.runkle@illinois.gov]; Kerr, Samantha
[Samantha.Kerr@Ilinois.gov]; Kern, Kevin (MDARD) [kernk@michigan.gov]; Lance Forsberg [lif@msu.edu]; Reed,
Leo A [reedla@purdue.edu]; Suppressed entry Lori Bowman [Lori.Bowman@Wisconsin.gov];
Maria Restrepo-Turner [mrestrep@illinois.edu]; McCloskey, Mark D - DATCP [mark.mccloskey@wisconsin.gov]; mary
ann rose [rose.155@osu.edu]; Mary Ferguson [m-ferg@umn.edu]; Matt Beal [matthew.beal@agri.ohio.gov]; Matt
Cochran [mcochran@agri.ohio.gov]; Jorgenson, Matt J (MDA) [Matt.Jorgenson@state.mn.us]; buesinge
[buesinge@uiuc.edu]; Sipes, Monica L - DATCP [monica.sipes@wisconsin.gov]; Ajayi, Olafimihan
[olafimihan.ajayi@illinois.gov]; Oemig, Otto W - DATCP [Otto.Oemig@wisconsin.gov]; Mann, Rajinder (MDA)
[rajinder.mann@state.mn.us]; Personette, Robby E - DATCP [robby.personette@wisconsin.gov]; Mackedanz, Roger
(MDA) [roger.mackedanz@state.mn.us]; Ryan King [ryan.king@agri.ohio.gov]; Ende, Stephanie (MDA)
[Stephanie.Ende@state.mn.us]; Moss, Suzanne [suzanne.moss@illinois.gov]; thbrown [thbrown@umn.edu]; Travis
Cleveland [tclevela@illinois.edu]; Amber Hanson Glaeser [amber.glaeser@fbmn.org]; Criag Anderson
(canderso@michfb.com) [canderso@michfb.com]; Larry Antosch [lantosch@ofbf.org]; Lauren Lurkins
[Hurkins@ilfb.org]; Lindsey Ramsey (lramsey@ilfb.org) [Iramsey@ilfb.org]

cC: Baumgartner, Donald [baumgartner.donald@epa.gov]; Martig, Anton (Tony) [martig.anton@epa.gov]; Dibblee, Seth
[Dibblee.Seth@epa.gov]; Mysz, Amy [mysz.amy@epa.gov]; Quigley, Heather [Quigley.Heather@epa.gov];
Rittenhouse, Susan [Rittenhouse.Susan@epa.gov]; Syed, Sharmin [Syed.Sharmin@epa.gov]; Bouche, Angela
[bouche.angela@epa.gov]; Capiro, Mirtha [capiro.mirtha@epa.gov]; Niess, Claudia [niess.claudia@epa.gov];
Swenson, Thomas [Swenson.Thomas@epa.gov]; Wesley, Abigail [wesley.abigail@epa.gov]

Subject: EPA Solicits Public Comments Until Oct. 25 on Draft Biological Evaluations of Three Neonicotinoids

‘EFA S releasing s draft biological evaluations (BEs) for clothianidin, imidacioprid and
thiamethoxam, which are part of a group of insecticides kKnown as the neonicotinoids, for public review
and comment. .. EPA is accepting public commaents for 60 days [untit Oct. 25, 208117

More details are further below.

Donald

Donald Baumgartner, B.S., k.5, Medical Entomalogist

RS WS Coordinator, RS CET Coord,, Mi Tech Contact, Bed Bug Spacialist, Zika/Mosg Control, Urban Pests, Pollinators
TSCA and Pesticides Section {LL-171), Land and Chemicals Branch

1.5, Environmental Protection Agency Region 5

77 West Jackson Blvd.

Chicago, fllinols 80604
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From: U.S. EPA Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention <oppt.epa@public.govdelivery.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 26, 2021 11:45 AM

To: Baumgartner, Donald <baumgartner.donald@epa.gov>

Subject: EPA Releases Draft Biological Evaluations of Three Neonicotinoids for Public Comment

EPA Releases Draft Biological Evaluations of Three
Neonicotinoids for Public Comment

EPA is releasing its draft biological evaluations (BEs) for clothianidin, imidacloprid and
thiamethoxam, which are part of a group of insecticides known as the

neonicotinoids, for public review and comment. These neonicotinoids are used on a
variety of crops, turf, and ornamentals, among other residential and commercial indoor
and outdoor uses.

EPA evaluated clothianidin, imidacloprid and thiamethoxam to determine whether
they may affect one or more species listed under the Endangered Species Act

(ESA) or their designated critical habitats. The draft BEs find that each of these
chemicals is likely to adversely affect certain listed species or their designated critical
habitats.

The “likely to adversely affect” (LAA) determination means that EPA reasonably
expects that at least one individual animal or plant, among a variety of listed

species, may be exposed to the pesticide at a sufficient level to have an effect, which
will be adverse. The LAA threshold for a BE is very sensitive because the likely “take”
of even one individual of a species, which includes unintentional harm or

death, triggers an LAA determination. This is the case even if a species is almost
recovered to a point where it no longer needs to be listed. As a result, there are often a
high number of “may effect” and LAA determinations in a BE. An LAA determination,
however, does not necessarily mean that a pesticide is putting a species in

jeopardy. Jeopardy determinations are made by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
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the National Marine Fisheries Service (collectively “the Services”) in the course of a
formal consultation that evaluates any effects of the pesticides on entire species.

A BE is a document that contains EPA’s analysis of the effects of a pesticide on
federally threatened or endangered species and their designated critical habitat, and
any conclusions that the pesticide may affect, and is likely to adversely affect, any of
these species or habitats. The BE is used to initiate consultation with the Services, if
needed. This evaluation encompasses all registered uses and approved product labels
for pesticide products containing these chemicals.

When formal consultation is necessary, the Services use the information in EPA’s final
BE to develop their biological opinions (BiOps). In their BiOp, the Services document
their determination of whether a pesticide jeopardizes the continued existence of the
species and whether there will be adverse modification to its designated critical habitat.
If jeopardy or adverse modification is determined, the Services, with input from EPA,
will propose additional protections.

The draft BEs released today were developed after the release of EPA’s proposed
interim decisions (PIDs) for the neonicotinoid pesticides in January 2020. As part of the
PIDs, EPA has begun the process of proposing mitigation measures, such as annual
application rate reductions and application timing restrictions under the Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act, which will be finalized after the completion
of the final BEs. Additional mitigation measures may be developed through formal
consultation on the neonicotinoid pesticides. EPA is interested in finding ways, through
discussions with stakeholders, to implement mitigation measures that further protect
endangered and threatened species earlier in the ESA consultation process.

Read the draft biological evaluations for clothianidin, imidacloprid and thiamethoxam
on our webpage. To learn more about these BEs, see the Frequently Asked

docket EFA-HO-OPF-2021-0575 at wwaw regulations. gov, and will finalize the BEs after

reviewing the comments.
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